IAH I ED

e
!

(o]

Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, 8(1), 70-71 (2005).

THE IAU TRANSITS OF VENUS WORKING GROUP.
4: PROGRESS REPORT

This Progress Report follows the previous report of the
Working Group, which appeared in the April 2004
ICHA Newsletter and was published in the June 2004
issue of the Journal of Astronomical History and
Heritage (see Orchiston et al., 2004, below).

As we indicated in the 2004 report of the Working
Group, various historic re-enactments, lectures, sem-
inars, conferences and museum displays were arranged
to link with the June 2004 transit. Sara Schechner’s
“Festival of the Transit of Venus” at Harvard Univers-
ity not only included an observing program and a
museum display featuring instruments used by John
Winthrop in 1761 and 1769 but also live performances
of John Philip Sousa’s “Transit of Venus March” by
the Harvard Band and “The Venus Waltz” for banjo,
by John Huth, Chairman of the Physics Department
at Harvard. An exhibition titled “Chasing Venus:
Observing the Transits of Venus, 1631-2004” at the
National Museum of American History in Washington
was mentioned in the previous Report. Associated
with it was a series of five lunchtime public lectures
spanning the 1639, 1769, 1874 and 1882 transits,
presented by Wilbur Applebaum, David DeVorkin,
Steven Dick, Richard Fisher and Jay Pasachoff. The 1
June 2004 symposium at the Museum Sterrenwacht
Sonnenborgh in Utrecht (The Netherlands) mentioned
in the previous Report featured papers by Hilmar
Duerbeck, Jessica Ratcliff, Klaus Staubermann, Albert
van Helden and Rob van Gent.

In the previous Report we reproduced a list of
existing transit of Venus plaques compiled by Peter
Broughton and various international colleagues, and
reported on new plaques planned to mark observations
of the 1761 and 1882 transits from St. John’s
(Newfoundland) and Wellington (South Africa),
respectively. We have also learnt, through Paul Maley
(Johnson Space Center Astronomical Society) and
Brenda Corbin (U.S. Naval Observatory Library), of
an historical marker that was dedicated at San Antonio,
Texas, on 3 December 2004 to mark the site where
Asaph Hall observed the 1882 transit of Venus. This
historical marker was the brainchild of Paul Maley.
He researched the 1882 expedition, located the site of
the U.S. Naval Observatory transit station within the
perimeter of Fort Sam Houston, and successfully lobb-
ied for the military to approve and fund the historical
marker. Maley was also successful in convincing the
Texas Historical Commission to erect a separate monu-
ment 500 metres to the west, in order to commemorate
observations of the transit made by the Belgian astron-
omer, Jean-Charles Houzeau.

Further to the lists of references that appeared in
previous Reports of the Working Group, other transit
of Venus references we have noted are:

Aughton, P., 2004. The Transit of Venus: The Brief
Brilliant Life of Jeremiah Horrocks, Father of
British Astronomy. London, Weidenfeld & Nichol-
son.

Bonoli, F., 2004. 11 passaggio di Venere alla merid-
iana. Giornale di Astronomia, 30(3), 2-3.

Botez, E., 2004. Maximilian Hell and the northern-
most transit of Venus expedition of 1769. Journal of
Astronomical Data, 10(7), 165-174.

Brashear, R., 2005. The transits of Venus and new
technologies: a time to reflect. In Orchiston, W.
(ed.). The New Astronomy: Opening the Electro-
magnetic Window and Expanding our View of
Planet Earth. Dordrecht, Springer. Pp. 251-260.

Calanca, R., 2003. I transiti di Venere nella storia
(1631-1882). Giornale di Astronomia, 29(4), 6-36.

Chinnici, I., 2003. Transito di Venere 1874: una sped-
izione Italiana in Bengala. Giornale di Astronomia,
29(4), 45-53.

Clark, B.AJ., and Orchiston, W., 2004. The Mel-
bourne Observatory Dallmeyer photoheliograph and
the 1874 transit of Venus. Journal of Astronomical
History and Heritage, T, 44-49.

Corbin, B.G., 2004. Archives of the U.S. Naval
Observatory — recent projects. Journal of Astronom-
ical Data, 10(7), 13-26.

Edwards, P.G., 2004. Charles Todd’s observations of
the transits of Venus. Journal of Astronomical
History and Heritage, 7, 1-7.

Débarbat, S., 2004a. Astronomers Francais et passage
de Vénus sur le Soleil. L’Astronomie, 118(Mai),
268-273.

Débarbat, S., 2004b. Quand Crabtree observe le
passage de Vénus. L’Astronomie, 118(Mai), 266-
267.

Duerbeck, H.W., 2004a. Le passage de Vénus de 1882
observé depuis le Chili. Ciet et Terre, 120(2), 45-50.

Duerbeck, H.-W., 2004b. The German transit of Venus
expeditions of 1874 and 1882: organization,
methods, stations, results. Journal of Astronomical
History and Heritage, 7, 8-17.

Duerbeck, H.-W., 2004c. Historische Venusdurchginge
— eine bibliographische nachlese. In Dick, W.R., and
Hamel, J. (eds.). Beitrige zur Astronomiegeschichte,

Duerbeck, H.-W., 2004d. Zach, Gotha and the Venus
transits of the 18" and 19" centuries. In Baldzs,
L.G., Brosche, P., Duerdeck, H.-W., and Zsoldos, E.
(eds.). The European Scientist. Symposium on the
Era and Work of Franz Xaver von Zach (1754—
1832). Frankfurt, Harri Deutsch. Pp. 53-63.

Dumont, S., 2004. Les expéditions du XVIII® siecle
pour les passages de Vénus. L’Astronomie, 118
(Mai), 290-295.

Gualandi, A., and Poppi, F., 2003. Venere a Bologna!
Giornale di Astronomia, 29(4), 37-44.

Hingley, P.D., and Launay, F., 2000. Passages de
Vénus, 1874 et 1882. In Dans le Champ des Etoiles:
Les Photographes et le Ciel. Paris. Pp. 119-120.

Jayawardhana, R., 2004. Chasing the shadow of
Venus. Astronomy, 32(6), 32-37.

Kopper, M., 2004. Austria’s scientific contribution to
the observation of the 1874 transit of Venus.
Journal of Astronomical Data, 10(7), 175-210.

Lauga, J., 2004. Les missions Frangaises pour le
passage de Vénus de 1874. L’Astronomie, 118(Mai),
296-305.

Launay, F., 2004. Le revolver photographique de Jules
Janssen. L’Astronomie, 118(Mai), 306-308.
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Launay, F., and Hingley, P., 2005. Jules Janssen’s
‘Revolver Photographique’ and its British derive-
ative, ‘The Janssen Slide’. Journal for the History of
Astronomy, 36, 57-79.

Lomb, N., 2004. Transit of Venus. The Scientific Event
that Led Captain Cook to Australia. Sydney, Power-
house Publishing.

Marlot, C., 2004. 6 Décembre 1882, une opportunité
qui ne se représentera pas ... L’Astronomie, 118
(Mai), 309-313.

Marston, P., 2004. Jeremiah Horrocks. Younger
Genius & First Venus Transit Observer. Preston,
University of Central Lancashire.

Mourdo, R.R. de F., 2004. Transit of Venus: 1639—
2012. Brazil (in Portuguese).

Misch, A. & Sheehan, W., 2004a. A movie of the
1882 transit of Venus assembled from plates taken
at Lick Observatory by David P. Todd. Journal of
Astronomical Data, 10(4), 1-9.

Misch, A. & Sheehan, W., 2004b. A remarkable series
of plates of the 1882 transit of Venus. Journal of
Astronomical Data, 10(7), 211-218.

Orchiston, W., 2004. The nineteenth century transits
of Venus: an Australian and New Zealand overview.
Journal of Astronomical Data, 10(7), 219-308.

Orchiston, W., and Buchanan, A., 2004. ‘The Grange’,
Tasmania: survival of a unique suite of 1874 transit
of Venus relics. Journal of Astronomical History
and Heritage, 7, 34-43.

Orchiston, W., Dick, S.J., Duerbeck, H.W., van Gent,
R., Hughes, D., Koorts, W., and Pigatto, L., 2004.
The IAU Transits of Venus Working Group. 3:
progress report. Journal of Astronomical History
and Heritage, 7, 50-52.

Parmeggiani, G., 2003. Astronomi in viaggio. Gior-
nale di Astronomia, 29(4), 54-65.

Pigatto, L., and Zanini, V., 2004. The 1882 transit of

Venus observed in Italian observatories. Journal of -

Astronomical History and Heritage, 7, 18-24.

Pigatto, L., Salmaso, M., and Zanini, V., 2004. The
Lorenzoni-Tacchini correspondence at Padova
Observatory archives: the “true” history of Italian
astronomy of the second half of the nineteenth
century. Journal of Astronomical Data, 10(7), 105-
120.

Poppi, F., 2003. 1l transito di Venere dell’8 Giugno
2004. Giornale di Astronomia, 29(4), 3-5.

Sheehan, W., and Misch, A., 2004. Ménage a trois:
David Peck Todd, Mabel Loomis Todd, Austin
Dickinson, and the 1882 transit of Venus. Journal
for the History of Astronomy, 35, 123-134.

Sheehan, W., and Westfall, J., 2004. The Transits of
Venus. Amherst, Prometheus Books.

Sicard, M., 1998. Passage de Vénus: le revolver
photographique de Jules Janssen. Etudes Photo-
graphiques, 4, 44-63.

Sterken, C., and Duerbeck, H., 2004a. Jean-Charles
Houzeau and the 1882 Belgian transit of Venus
expeditions. Journal of Astronomical Data, 10(7),
309-330.

Sterken, C., and Duerbeck, H., 2004b. The 1882
Belgian transit of Venus expeditions to Texas
and Chile—a reappraisal. Journal of Astronomical
History and Heritage, 7, 25-33.

Sterken, C., and Duerbeck, H.W. (eds.), 2005. Astro-
nomical Heritages. Astronomical Archives and
Historic Transits of Venus. Brussel, published by C.
Sterken.

Toulmonde, M., 2004. La parallaxe du Soleil.
L’Astronomie, 118(Mai), 275-289.

Verdun, A., 2004. Die bestimmung der sonnen-
parallaxe aus den Venus-transits im 18 jahrhundert.
Orion, issue 3 (no. 322), 4-20.

Zuidervaart, H., and van Gent, R.H., 2004. “A bare
outpost of learned European culture on the edge of
the jungles of Java.” Johan Maurits Mohr (1715—
1775) and the emergence of instrumental and
institutional science in Dutch colonial Indonesia.
Isis, 95, 1-33. [Includes observations of the 1761
and 1769 transits from present-day Jakarta.]

In the previous Report we mentioned the transit of
Venus web site of the Scientific Instrument Comm-
ission (SIC) of the International Union for History and
Philosophy of Science (Division of History of
Science). In May 2004, Stephen Johnston reported
(via HASTRO-L) that this is now up and running and
can be accessed via

http://transits.mhs.ox.ac.uk

He provides the following information about this web
site:

“The core of the site is a browsable database of
historical instruments and images from
collections around the world. Institutions and
individuals are invited to develop the site by
contributing their own material.

Currently the site displays material from:

® Museo della Specola, Universita di Bologna

e Collection of Historical Scientific Instru-
ments, Harvard University

® Museum of the History of Science, Univers-
ity of Oxford

e National Museum of American History,
Washington

e Mathematisch-Physikalischer Salon, Dres-
den

e UK Particle Physics and Astronomy Re-
search Council

To take part in this international collaboration,
visit the Contributors section of the site.
Material is submitted directly online for instant
access on the web.”

This site was developed for the SIC of the I[UHPS/
DHS by Stephen Johnston, Sara Schechner and Steven
Turner.
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