CURRICULUM VITAE

Name Surname: Saran Poshyachinda
Year of Birth: 1964
Nationality: Thai

Contact Address:

National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand (NARIT)
260 Moo 4, T. Donkaew, A. Maerim,

Chiangmai, 50180,

Thailand

Email: saran@narit.or.th

1986 B.Sc. in Chemistry, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand

1988 M.Sc. in Polymer Science & Technology, University of Manchester Institute of Science
and Technology, United Kingdom

1990 Ph.D. in Polymer Science, University of Bradford, United Kingdom

Scholarships

During 1986-1990, he received the Development and Promotion of Science and Technology
Talents Project (DPST) scholarship from the Royal Thai Government

Training

04-05/1994 - Cultivation and Observation in “Polymer Recycling”, USA (USAID Scholarship)
03-04/1995 - Planning and Management of Science Parks Training, USA (USAID Scholarship)

Past and Current Appointments

11/1990-04/1999 Staff Scientist (1990-92), Laboratory Manager (1992-99) National Metal
and Materials Technology Center (MTEC), the National Science and Technology Development
Agency (NSTDA), Ministry of Science Technology and Environment

04/1999-10/2003 Founding Dean, School of Science, Mae Fah Luang University

07/2004-12/2008 Founding Deputy Director, National Astronomical Research Institute
(NARI), a statutory government institute under the Ministry of Science and Technology

01/2009-06/2017 Deputy Director, National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand
(NARIT), a Public Organization under the Ministry of Science and Technology

07/2017 to present Executive Director, National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand
(NARIT), a Public Organization under Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and
Innovation



Current Fields of Expertise & Interests

Research:
Optical Astronomy; Planetary Science; Atmospheric Science, Archaeological Science

Instrumentation R&D:
Optical Telescope & Instruments; Satellite Payload Development; Utilization of Astronomical
Instrumentation

Public Outreach:
Public, Teachers Training, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Astronomy

Skills:

Astrophotography, High Resolution Planetary Imaging (Member of Hubble Space Telescope -
Jupiter Group (NASA/JPL))

Field Works

Total Solar Eclipse Expeditions: 13 between 1995-2023 (Thailand-1995, Romania-1999,

Zambia-2001, South Africa-2002, Turkey-2006, Russia-2008, China-2009, Australia-2012,
Norway-2015, Indonesia-2016, USA-2017, Chile-2019, Timor Leste-2023)

2015 - present
2007 - present

2012 - present

2017 - present
2017 - 2020

2019 - present
2015 - present
2019 - present
2021
2021

2021 - present

2021 - present

2022 - present
2022 - present
2023

2024

National & International Projects

Astronomy Teacher Training and Workshop in Thailand

Founding member and National representative of Southeast Asian
Astronomy Network (SEAAN)

Host the IAU Southeast Asian Regional Office of Astronomy for
Development (SEAROAD)

Founding member and Chair of Thailand Space Consortium (TSC)
NARIT- STFC* Newton Fund Projects: 21 projects were undertaken
under the theme “Capacity Building in Software and Hardware
Infrastructures and Data Handling through Astronomy”

*Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC), UK

Host the International Training Centre in Astronomy under

the auspices of UNESCO (ITCA)

Astronomy Learning Opportunity Distribution Project

Distribution of 10” Dobsonian Telescopes to schools in 77 provinces
in Thailand

Lao PDR'’s planetarium and observatory project

Air Quality Awareness Raising under American-Thai Collaboration
(AQAAT)

Granted by US Embassy Bangkok

American Corner Air Quality Learning Empowerment (ACAQLE)
Granted by US Embassy Bangkok

Inclusion Astronomy (for the Blind, the Deaf, the Autism and

the elderly)

History and Heritage of Astronomy projects

(Wisdom of Astronomy and its Related Kingdom, Astronomy of Lanna,
Ethnoastronomical in Thailand and Astronomical Archives and Data
Centre)

Amazing Dark Sky in Thailand

DIY Dome planetarium for school

Dobsonian and astronomical media for the National University of
East Timor

NARIT Astronomy & Planetarium Application (NAPA)

Smartphone star map application free for public




International Recognition

On April 6, 2562 (2019), the International Astronomical Union (IAU) announced the names of
the latest 106 minor planets. Among them, Saran Poshyachinda, the director of the National
Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand, was accepted as the name for the minor planet
2000 EJ148, discovered by the Catalina Sky Survey, United States.

The International Astronomical Union provided the following reasons for the name:

Saran Poshyachinda (b. 1964) is Executive Director of the National Astronomical Research
Institute of Thailand. Encouraging public interest in astronomy, he was crucial in the
construction of the Thai National Observatory, regional observatories for the public throughout
Thailand and a 40-m radio telescope.

Membership of Professional Associations

IAU Individual Member

2006 IAU National Member

2017 JUNO Funding Committee

2021 East Asian Observatory (EAO) Member and Funding Partner

Scientific & Local Organizing Committee

2011 Asia-Pacific Regional IAU Meeting 2011 (APRIM2011) - Chair of Local Organising
Committee

2015 present Student Astronomy Conference Exchange Programme

2017 Southeast Asian Astronomy Network Meeting 2017 (SEAAN 2017) x You are
Galileo Workshop, Introduction to Astronomy Workshop, University of Mandalay,
Myanmar

2017 ITCA Astronomy for STEM Education

2017 present Optical Design Summer School

2017 present Thailand-UK Python+Astronomy Summer School

2017 present ITCA Colloquium Series (Astronomy for Inclusion, Workshop on
Atmospheric Science, Workshop in Radio Astronomy, Fast Radio Burst Workshop
and Professional Capacity Building Workshop)

2018 present Astrophotography Marathon Workshop

2019 Lao PDR Introduction to Astronomy Workshop

2019 Adaptive Optics Workshop




Scientific & Local Organizing Committee

2022 Workshop on “Diplomacy and International Partnership on Higher Education,
Science, Research and Innovation”

2023 The Workshop on Freeform Optics Applications & Manufacturing for Astronomy &
Space Missions

2024 NARIT-IAU LGBTQIA+ in Astronomy Meeting

2024 East Asian Young Astronomers Meeting
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Books:

Historical Note of the establishment of the Thai National Observatory (TNO)




